
Jellyfish Galaxies in Clusters :  
Insights from Numerical Simulations

Jaehyun Lee (KASI) 

with Taysun Kimm (Yonsei)  Jérémy Blaizot (Lyon) Haley Katz (Chicago) Wonki Lee (Yonsei) 


Yun-Kyeong Sheen (KASI) Julien Devriendt (Oxford) Adrianne Slyz (Oxford)  Sergio Martin-Alvarez (Stanford)

72nd GWNR



• What are jellyfish galaxies?


• Characterized by gas trails or star-forming blobs in 
stripped wakes


• Mainly observed in galaxy clusters


• Visible evidence of environmental effects (ram pressure) 
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• Ram pressure stripping, a strong environmental effect


• Galaxies are redder and more spheroidal in denser 
environments


• How do “environments” shape galaxies?


• Harassment


• Starvation


• Tidal truncation


• Thermal evaporation 


• Ram-pressure stripping
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Figure 6. Red fraction in SDSS as functions of stellar mass and environment.

steadily with cosmic epoch and does so at a faster rate for the
higher density environments. The galaxy population therefore
occupies a shifting locus in ρ on the unchanging ερ(ρ) curve,
progressively broadening in ρ and extending further up onto the
steeper part of the ερ(ρ) curve as time passes.

Environmental effects within the galaxy population therefore
develop and accelerate over time as the galaxy population
migrates to a broader range of densities. This can be seen in our
earlier zCOSMOS analyses of fred in Cucciati et al. (2009), and
the analogous analysis of morphology in Tasca et al. (2009),
in which we split the galaxy population by environmental
density quartiles as here. Both analyses showed a progressive
development of differences between the highest and lowest
density quartiles as the redshift decreased from z ∼ 1 to locally.
Environmental effects are much weaker at z ∼ 1 than today
simply because many fewer galaxies inhabit the high δ regions
where the (unchanging) environmental effects are strongest.

4.3.2. Physical Origin of Environment Quenching

In the previous subsection, we showed that the environment
apparently imprints itself on the galaxy population in a way that
is uniquely given by the environment (over-density), indepen-
dent of epoch and of the mass of the galaxy.

A natural contender for this characteristic of the environmen-
tal effect is the quenching of galaxies as they fall into larger dark

Figure 7. As for Figure 5, but for the zCOSMOS sample at 0.3 < z < 0.6.

matter haloes (Larson et al. 1980; Balogh et al. 2000; Balogh
& Morris 2000; van den Bosch et al. 2008). Examination of
the 24 COSMOS mock catalogs (Kitzbichler & White 2007)
shows that the fraction of galaxies, at a given mass, that are
satellite galaxies, fsat, is strongly environment dependent, but,
at fixed ρ or δ, is almost entirely independent of epoch (at least
since z = 0.7), and of galactic mass, m (especially for m <
1010.9 M⊙), as shown in Figure 10. These are precisely the same
two characteristics that we have identified empirically for our
“environment-quenching” process.

If we suppose that “satellite quenching” quenches some
fraction x of satellites as they fall into larger haloes, then it is easy
to see that x will be given by the ratio of ερ/fsat. Inspection of
Figure 10 shows that x takes a value that increases from about
30% at the lowest densities up to about 75% for our densest
environments with log (1 + δ) ∼2. Interestingly, this is in the
same range as the estimate (40%) of the fraction of satellites
that are quenched from van den Bosch et al. (2008).

Ram pressure stripping and strangulation are usually consid-
ered as the physical mechanisms through which satellite quench-
ing operates (see, e.g., Feldmann et al. 2010). Such processes
may efficiently quench star formation, but would probably not
lead to morphological transformations. Incorporation of mor-
phological information into our picture could help us better
understand this process, but this is beyond the scope of this
paper.
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